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Chicago Army Recruiting Battalion
Local Congressional Medal of Honor winner

to be special guest at Chicago Auto Show Army Booth

CHICAGO AUTO SHOW, McCormick Place – Congressional Medal of Honor recipient and Chicago native Allen Lynch is the special honored guest at the U.S. Army Strong Booth at the Chicago Auto Show on Thursday, Feb. 16, from 1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m.
   Mr. Lynch served as a rifleman and later became the platoon radiotelephone operator with the U.S. Army’s Company D, 1st Battalion, 12 Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) in Vietnam in 1966-1967. Although his unit was scheduled for rest and recuperation in December of 1967, they were called in to assist another battalion that had been ambushed during the North Vietnamese buildup to the Tet Offensive. The circumstances surrounding his heroic efforts on Dec. 15, 1967 in Binh Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam, as taken from the official medal citation states:


For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. Sgt. Lynch distinguished himself while serving in the forward element on an operation near the village of My An, his unit became heavily engaged with a numerically superior enemy force. Quickly and accurately assessing the situation, Sgt. Lynch provided his commander with information which subsequently proved essential to the unit’s successful actions. Observing three wounded comrades lying exposed to enemy fire, Sgt. Lynch dashed across 50 meters of open ground through a withering hail of enemy fire to administer aid. Reconnoitering a nearby trench for a covered position to protect the wounded from intense fire, he killed two enemy soldiers at point blank range. With the trench cleared, he unhesitatingly returned to the fire swept area three times to carry the wounded men to safety. When his company was forced to withdraw by the superior firepower of the enemy, Sgt. Lynch remained to aid his comrades at the risk of his life rather than abandon them. Alone, he defended his isolated position for two hours against the advancing enemy. Using only his rifle and a grenade, he stopped them just short of his trench, killing five. Again, disregarding his safety in the face of withering hostile fire, he crossed 70 meters of exposed terrain five times to carry his wounded comrades to a more secure area. Once he had assured their comfort and safety, Sgt. Lynch located the counterattacking friendly company to assist in directing the attack and evacuating the three casualties. His gallantry at the risk of his life is in the highest tradition of military service, Sgt. Lynch has reflected great credit on himself, the 12th Cavalry and the U.S. Army.

   Mr. Lynch was presented the Medal of Honor by President Richard Nixon in 1970.

   After his discharge from the Army in 1969, Mr. Lynch graduated from the University of Southern Illinois with a degree in health care management and worked for the Veterans Administration. He also served for 26 years in the Army Reserve and retired as chief of the Veterans Rights Bureau for the Illinois Attorney General in November 2005. Mr. Lynch volunteers as the chief service representative of the Illinois State Council of the Vietnam Veterans of America.    
  This marks the sixth year of the Chicago Army Recruiting Battalion’s participation at the Chicago Auto Show. The Army Strong booth includes interactive exhibits and the Army Strong Physical Fitness Challenge, doled out by real Army Basic Training drill instructors.
Cutline: Congressional Medal of Honor recipient Al Lynch (right) talks with Chicago Army Recruiting Battalion Commander Lt. Col. Brian Bassett at a recent Union League Club function.
Follow the Chicago Army Recruiting Battalion on facebook @ http://www.facebook.com/ArmyRecruitingBnChicago
And on Twitter @ warriorapa

MEDIA CONTACT: 

Mike Scheck is a public affairs specialist with the U.S. Army Chicago Recruiting Battalion. Mike Scheck can be reached at (224) 538-3530 or by e-mail at Michael.scheck@usarec.army.mil.          
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