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NeuStep Unveils Plans to Launch 3D Virtual Walk-Through of 2010 Chicago Auto Show

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS – The interactive media company NeuStep, in conjunction with its Chicago Automobile Trade Association partner, announced plans today to launch a web-based, 3-D interactive walk-through tour of the 2010 Chicago Auto Show for car enthusiasts world-wide to experience.

The Chicago Auto Show and NeuStep will collaborate for the third consecutive year to provide a web-based, interactive experience. Visitors to the Chicago Auto Show website will get a 3-D glimpse of automotive exhibits to be featured at this year’s show. 

The virtual experience uses NeuStep’s patent-pending WebWalk technology, allowing online users to navigate and explore the auto show floor and visit individual exhibits.  In addition to providing fluid navigation, WebWalk enhances user experience by integrating clickable icons or “hotspots” to provide further product information through video, audio, high resolution images, links and other embedded media.
“The stars of any auto show are the cars and exhibits, and by utilizing new technologies like WebWalk, the Chicago Auto Show can reach a larger audience bringing more value to its exhibitors,” said John Phelan, 2010 Chicago Auto Show Chairman. “We’re very proud to be pioneering this technology and excited to be presenting a virtual walk through of our show at ChicagoAutoShow.com,” said Phelan.

“I am excited with our involvement in this year’s Chicago Auto Show,” said Raphael Bennett, CEO of NeuStep.  “We have a variety of new features that allow us to embed any type of media into the experience, keeping web users truly engaged,” said Bennett.

The WebWalk for the Chicago Auto Show is scheduled to go live at www.chicagoautoshow.com on February 12, 2010.

About the Chicago Auto Show: Sanctioned by International Organization of Motor Vehicle Manufacturers (OICA), the Chicago Auto Show is the largest auto show in North America and has been held more times than any other auto exposition on the continent. First staged in 1901, 2010 will mark the 102nd edition of the show. The Chicago Auto Show will open to the public Feb. 12-21. Show hours are 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. (Feb. 12-20) and 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. (Feb. 21). For additional information visit: www.chicagoautoshow.com.  

About the Chicago Automobile Trade Association: Founded in 1904, the Chicago Automobile Trade Association (CATA) is the nation’s oldest and largest metropolitan dealer organization. The CATA is comprised of more than 400 franchised new-car dealers and allied members. Dealer members employ over 20,000 people in the metropolitan area. For additional information visit: www.cata.info. 
About NeuStep: Established in 2006, NeuStep is a global leader in online virtual experiences.  Its flagship product, WebWalk, is revolutionizing the way space is explored over the web.  NeuStep prides itself in providing a new kind of canvass in which web users are presented the variety of all forms of media into a single, self-controlled interactive presentation.  For more information visit: www.neustep.com.
